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We have analyzed DNA polymorphism at two minisatellite loci
(D19S20 and ApoB 3� VNTR) among five anthropologically dis-
tinct population groups of India. Two of these belong to the state of
Maharashtra in Western India (Konkanasthas and Marathas) and
three from the state of Kerala in Southern India (Nairs, Ezhavas,
and Muslims). A total of 235 individuals at D19S20 and 246 indi-
viduals at ApoB locus were studied.

Genomic DNA was extracted using a rapid nonenzymatic
method (1). PCR amplification of both the loci was achieved by 
using locus specific primers flanking the repeat region (2,3) and
carried out in a Hybaid™ thermal cycler using Taq polymerase
(Roche Molecular diagnostics). Amplimers were electrophoresed
in 6% denaturing urea gel (7M) and analyzed by fragment manager
using ALF DNA Sequencer (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). Al-
lelic ladders for both the loci were developed in our laboratory and
used for the correct assignment of the allele sizes.

Access to Data: Via electronic mail from communicating au-
thor, e-mail address: msesh@apsara.barc.ernet.in.

Analysis of Data: The expected genotype frequencies for both
the loci were calculated under the assumption of Hardy-Weinberg
equilibrium expectation. The expected heterozygosity or gene
diversity was calculated as by Nei et al. (4). The Polymorphic
Information Content was determined according to Botstein et al.

(5) and the Power of Discrimination was calculated as by
Fisher (6).

At D19S20 locus, allele 6 was found to be the predominant al-
lele across the five population groups (Table 1). At ApoB locus, al-
lele 37 was the most common allele among all the four population
groups except Konkanasthas where it was allele 36 (Table 2). The
expected and observed heterozygosity showed no significant dif-
ferences at both the loci.
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TABLE 1—Distribution of allele frequencies at D19S20 minisatellite among five Indian population groups.
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TABLE 2—Distribution of allele frequencies at ApoB minisatellite among five Indian population groups.


